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Reducing the Risk of 15-Passenger Van Rollovers

While many companies depend
upon the convenience of 15-
passenger vans, employers and
employees alike must be aware of the
potential danger of rollover crashes.
The risk of rollover crashes is greatly
increased when ten or more people
ride in a 15-passenger van or when
a load is transported on the roof of
the van. By altering the van’s center
of gravity, the van has less resistance
to rollover and thus becomes more
difficult to control in an emergency
situation.

The most common vehicle rollovers
are single vehicle crashes, in which
the vehicle runs off the road and
overturns when striking a ditch
embankment, soft soil or other
object. In addition, 80% of 15-
passenger van fatalities occurred
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when passengers were not wearing
seat belts. Organizations that own
15-passenger vans should have a
written seat belt policy, which
drivers should regularly enforce.

Make sure the van’s tires are
properly inflated and the
thread is not worn down.

Drivers should be well rested
and maintain a safe speed for
weather and road conditions.

Check tire pressure and
tread-wear once a month.

Drivers must be especially
cautious on curved rural roads.

If the van is not full,
passengers should sit in
seats that are in front of
the rear axle.

Should the van’s wheels drop
off the roadway, gradually
reduce speed and steer back
onto the roadway; you may
stop completely and start out
again if you are unsure of
what a safe speed is.

Never allow more than
fifteen people to travel in
15-passenger vans.

Organizations should allow only experienced drivers to drive the van on a
regular basis. The Beacon Mutual Insurance Company also
offers a 4-hour defensive driving training program for individuals who
operate non-CDL vehicles. These classes are an excellent way to keep your

drivers and passengers safe on the roadway.

Information for this document was compiled from research conducted by the United States
Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
Printable posters and information cards are available through the NHTSA at www.nhtsa.gov.

This material is being provided to you as a service of The Beacon Mutual Insurance Company for informational purposes only
and is not intended, nor shall it be relied upon, as a comprehensive statement of all possible work related hazards to your
employees or of the federal, state or local laws as which may be applicable to your business. It is your responsibility to
develop and implement your loss prevention policies. You should direct questions concerning specific situations to informed
and appropriate advisors.



